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 The Washington City Council met in a special session on Monday, March 17, 2021 at 9:00am as a 
virtual meeting.  Present: Donald Sadler, Mayor; Virginia Finnerty, Councilmember; Betsy Kane, 
Councilmember; William Pitt, Councilmember and Mike Renn, Councilmember. Also present:  Jonathan 
Russell, City Manager, Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     
 * Councilmember Kane and staff members joined the meeting remotely.   Mayor Pro tem Brooks 
was absent and excused.  

 
 Mayor Sadler called the meeting to order.  Councilmember Pitt led the Pledge of Allegiance and 
delivered the invocation. 
 
  ADOPT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT OF OFFER TO  
   PURCHASE CERTAIN SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY 
 The resolution begins the process for accepting Mindy Carr’s offer of $50,000 to purchase the 
property located at 415 W. Second Street. 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Kane, Council adopted the 
resolution authorizing the advertisement of an offer to purchase certain real property generally located at 
415 W. 2nd Street, Washington, North Carolina for the sum of $50,000.    
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT OF  
AN OFFER TO PURCHASE CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY  

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Washington ("City") desires to dispose of certain real property 
owned by the City.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that:  

1.  The following described real property, having an address of 415 W. 2nd Street (commonly known as 
the Carter House), is hereby declared to be surplus to the needs of the City.   

2.  The City Council has received an offer to purchase the property described above for the sum of fifty-
thousand dollars ($50,000.00). Said offer, including additional terms, is available for public inspection 
in the office of the Purchasing Agent, 203 Grimes Road, Washington, NC 27889.  

 
3.  Any person desiring to submit an upset bid shall submit an upset bid within ten (10) days of the date 

the public notice provided for herein is published. Any such upset bid shall raise the offer by not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the first one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and five percent (5%) of the 
remainder of said offer or any subsequent upset bid. Any person making an upset bid and any 
subsequent upset bid must deposit with the Purchasing Agent a sum equal to five percent (5%) of the 
upset bid or any subsequent upset bid by cash or check.  

 
4.  The City Council proposes to accept said offer, subject to the conditions stated herein, unless a 

qualifying upset bid shall be made.  

5.  The Purchasing Agent shall cause a public notice of such offer, subject to the conditions stated herein, 
to be published in accordance with North Carolina General Statute § 160A-269.  

6.  If a qualifying upset bid is received, the Purchasing Agent is directed to re-advertise the offer at the 
increased upset bid amount and to continue with this process until a ten (10) day period has passed 
without receipt of a subsequent qualifying upset bid.  

 
7.  Any subsequent conveyance of the property described above shall be subject to the following.   

 
a. The structure currently located on the property shall not be demolished unless said demolition 

is in accordance with North Carolina Law and the City Code, including those regulations 
related to Historic Districts and historic properties. If the property owner applies for a 
certificate of appropriateness for demolition, the reversionary clause described herein maybe 
exercised by the City, in the City’s sole discretion. 

 
b. The City shall retain a first right of refusal for any bona fide offer to purchase the property 

owner receives.  
 
c. The purchaser shall be responsible for any and all closing costs, including those closing costs 

customarily born buy a seller and any taxes that are due or may become due.  
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d. The City shall prepare, and have final approval in its sole discretion of the form and substance 

of, the deed conveying the property to the purchaser.  The deed shall contain certain 
restrictions, covenants, and conditions, in the City’s sole discretion, including but not limited 
to the following.   

 
i) The purchaser shall restore (“Restoration”), and put to use, the structure located on the 

property within forty-eight (48) months.   
 

 ii) Among other things, the purchaser shall comply with the Zoning Ordinance for the 
City of Washington, North Carolina, including but not limited to those provisions 
governing the Historic District and Commission, and the Historic Preservation 
Commission design guidelines, as the same may be amended.   

 
 iii) The purchaser shall submit an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

Restoration to the Historic Preservation Commission within six (6) months of the 
date the deed is recorded.   

 
iv) The purchaser shall submit an application for a building permit and an application for 

any other approval or permit required for the Restoration within three (3) months of 
the date the Certificate of Appropriateness is approved. 

 
v) The purchaser shall begin the Restoration within six (6) months of the date the 

building permit is approved. 
 

  vi) The purchaser shall complete the Restoration and all work authorized by the 
Certificate of Appropriateness, building permit, and any other approval or permit 
required for the Restoration within twenty-four (24) months of the date said work was 
begun.   

 
          vii) During the timeframe outlined above, and until the Restoration is complete and a 

certificate of occupancy is issued, the purchaser shall not permit, suffer, or allow any 
mortgage, loan or other lien whatsoever to be held by any mortgagee or other 
lienholder against the property and will not enter or be a party to any type of 
financing, transaction, or other relationship that would result in a lien against the 
property except for a construction loan approved by the City Manager that allows 
periodic withdrawals based upon completion of the work in furtherance of the 
Restoration as well as the Certificate of Appropriateness, building permit and any 
other approval or permit required for the Restoration. 

 
           viii) A reversionary clause that allows the City, in its sole discretion, to compel the 

purchaser to sell the property back to the City if the purchaser fails to satisfy and 
comply with any restriction, covenant, or condition of the deed.  If the City exercises 
the reversionary clause and elects to repurchase the property, the repurchase price 
shall be the original purchase price paid by the purchaser to the City plus any verified 
and documented amount that has been drawn down by the purchaser on any 
construction loan authorized by the City Manager and utilized in furtherance of the 
Restoration.   

 
8. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the City, in its discretion and without recourse from 

any individual making an offer or any subsequent qualifying upset bid (new offer), reserves the right to 
reject any and all offers as well as upset bids and to cancel this upset bid process at any time.  

 
Adopted this 17th day of March 2021. 
 
ATTEST:  
s/Cynthia S. Bennett,        s/Donald R. Sadler, 
City Clerk        Mayor 
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VOTE:  415 W. 2nd  YES NO 
Mayor Pro tem Brooks Absent Absent 
Councilmember Finnerty x  
Councilmember Kane x  
Councilmember Pitt x  
Councilmember Renn  x  

 
     DISCUSSION: EMS 
 Jonathan Russell, City Manager provided Council with an update on EMS.  He noted this item 
will be discussed again during the budget workshops.  

DISCUSSION: CHARTER AMENDMENTS 
 Jonathan Russell, City Manager provided Council with updates on amending the City Charter.  
Several Council members had expressed interest in moving the terms from two-year terms to four-year 
terms.    Representative Keith D. Kidwell is willing to put forth a local bill that would present the change 
to the General Assembly.  It would be prudent for Council to review the entire Charter to determine if 
there are other amendments that need to be made at that same time.  The City Attorney explained Council 
would need to have unanimous support for the change. 
 
 Councilmember Kane stated she had not heard from any citizen that desired a four-year term for 
the Council. She is not in favor of four-year terms, she is confident in the voters electing those who need 
to be re-elected.  She continued saying Council lacks an overarching strategic direction and there needs to 
be a stronger comprehensive/strategic plan. 
 
 Mayor Sadler is in support of four-year terms.  Councilmember Finnerty is also in support of 
four-year terms, but agrees there is a need for a stronger comprehensive/strategic plan.  Councilmember 
Pitt noted the trend in municipal government is four-year, non-staggered terms.  
 
 Councilmember Renn agrees there should be a stronger comprehensive/strategic plan, but feels 
four-year terms make more sense.  
 
 Mr. Russell will follow up with Representative Kidwell.  A copy of the City Charter will be 
forwarded to Council for their review.  
 

ADJOURN  
  By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Finnerty, Council adjourned the 
meeting at 9:55am until April 12, 2021 at 5:30pm.  
 
      
           ________________________ 
           Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 
           City Clerk  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


